Online Discussion Boards Evaluation Criteria

Lisa McClain, GENDER 300, Fall 2008

Students will be placed into groups of 4-5 students each for the discussion boards. 
Posts should meet all deadlines and be evenly distributed during the discussion period (not concentrated all on one day or at the beginning or end of the period of availability). Posts should be a minimum of one short paragraph and a maximum of two short paragraphs. Posts should be substantive. There are a variety of ways to be substantive:

· Provide concrete examples

· If you agree (or disagree) with a post, explain why and support your idea with evidence from class readings, discussions, videos, websites, personal experience, etc.

· Describe possible consequences or implications that have not yet been discussed that might impact how we view a situation or choice to be made

· Challenge a previous post, perhaps by playing devil’s advocate

· Suggest a different perspective or interpretation

Avoid posts that are limited to such responses as “I agree” or “great idea”. They do nothing to further the discussion beyond the point at which it is already. 

Grading: Your participation score for a given discussion will be based on the quality and timeliness/distribution of the messages you post to that discussion. You must participate at least twice and you may earn a maximum of 5 points per discussion board: 4 points for quality of posts and 1 point for your timeliness/distribution of your responses across the time the board is available. (For example, you should not post both your contributions on the last day or last couple hours of the board’s availability. The discussion board is intended to be a dialogue among students. If you contribute so late, you don’t give other students a chance to respond, to participate in a dialogue with you. So ideally you will spread your contributions across a couple days.) You earn the bulk of your points for discussion participation by building on the responses of others with the goal of advancing the discussion. Your grade will be based on Bloom’s taxonomy in which high level thinking skills are ranked in order of their difficulty, with 6 being the highest cognitive skill. 
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You are also expected to adhere to our class’s usual guidelines of respect for others. 

Please understand that this is not an exact science. I will have to make some judgment calls, and the lines between the categories for scoring will appear quite thin at times. The examples that follow will help clarify the scoring categories and give you an idea of what is expected from your posts.

If the Discussion Board Question was: 
Many countries around the world have elected or promoted women to their top leadership posts. For example, Indira Ghandi was prime minister of India and Margaret Thatcher was prime minister of Great Britain. Why do you think we have never had a woman president in the US? Are we ready?
· Examples of Post Typically Earning 2 points

Answers earning 2 points will be a little less common. They require student posts to delve more deeply into the issues and class materials, applying Bloom’s higher-level skills: analyzing, evaluating, and creating.
From Sheryl: As we read about in the reading by Weber and discussed in class on the history of the women’s movement, the eastern United States was settled and politically run by religious conservatives who operated under a Calvinist work ethic that emphasized women’s role in the home and family. It has been hard for Americans to break out of this mindset. Although Great Britain and India were also influenced by the Calvinists, it was not to as great a degree as the US. Moreover, these countries’ political histories in the twentieth century challenged these assumptions about women and allowed their populations to break out of the mindset that women belonged solely in the home. Until the US similarly breaks out of this mindset (and there are no indication that it is doing so on a large scale), the US will not have a woman president.  

· Examples of Post Typically Earning 1 point. Substantive. Employs Bloom’s first three, lower level skills—remember, understand and apply. Answers earning this type of point value will be relatively common. Postings will reflect that students understand the issues and remember class concepts.

From Mike: Forget history! I don’t think America is ready for a woman president. We don’t pay women what we pay men for the same job. We don’t give women equal respect. There is no way we are “enlightened” enough to come up with an electable woman. We still expect women to play supportive roles rather than leading ones. Remember when Clinton ran against Bush, Sr. and the press pitted Hilary Rodham Clinton and Barbara Bush against one another to bake cookies?
· Examples of Posts Typically Earning 0 points: Nonsubstantive. Employs little analysis and critical thinking. Does not further the discussion substantively.
From Britney: I disagree! There is no reason we cannot have a woman president in the United States. Women can do anything men can do. 
