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Honors College 
1969-2019



● 27 students
● Courses offered were:

○ Honors Seminar
○ Honors Calculus
○ Independent Study
○ Advanced Placement

1969

Honors Program Began



First Director

Lloyd D. Tucker, Associate 
Professor of Mathematics, 
appointed Director. 

1969



First Associate 
Director

William P. Mech, Assistant 
Professor of Mathematics 
becomes Associate 
Director.

1969



First Classes

HP 195 Honors Seminar 
and 188 Honors 
Independent Study listed in 
the course catalog.

1970



Second Year

Second year had 64 students 
and offered seminars in 
Family Revolution, 
Psychology, Religions, and 
Population, Resources, and 
Environment.

1970



NCHC

BSC became a member of 
the National Collegiate 
Honors Council. Dr. Mech 
and students attended 
conferences in OR and MI.

1971



Summer Reading 
Program

The Program offered 1-3 
credits to read in a specific 
subject area, a faculty 
supervisor, and an 
assessment.

1971



Honors Center

Honors Center created in the 
northeast corner of the 
Library's fourth floor.

1972



Director Change

William Mech appointed 
Director.

1972



American Indian 
Institute

BSC and the Honors Program 
co-sponsored an American 
Indian Institute.

1973



NRHC Conference

With student participation, 
BSC hosted the Northwest 
Regional Honors Council 
Conference. 

1973



Phi Kappa Phi

Phi Kappa Phi established a 
chapter, with the official 
installation in May 1974.

1973



Graduation Criteria

Faculty Honors Committee 
establishes guidelines for 
graduation.

1976



Summer Institute

3-week summer institute 
offered to talented high 
school juniors offered courses 
in Fresh-Water Biology and 
Modern Mathematics.

1976



Honors Council

Formerly the Student Honors 
Committee, the BSU Honors 
Council becomes an official 
student organization.

1977



First Rhodes Scholar

Michael Hoffman was the 
first Boise State and Honors 
student to receive the Rhodes 
Scholarship.

1979



Ivory Tower

Students started "The Ivory 
Tower," a literary publication.

1980



Second Rhodes Scholar

Karl Knapp became Boise 
State’s second Rhodes 
Scholar.

1981



Youngest graduate in 
the US

The youngest graduate (at the 
time) in the U.S., Jay Luo 
received a B.S. in 
Mathematics at the age of 12 
years 1 month.

1982



Ms. Lightfeather

The last living and practicing 
Pima Indian gave a lecture 
and demonstration about 
traditional art forms such as 
weavings, water colors, and 
scrimshaw.

1983



Senior Project

Proposed in 1987, a senior 
honors project or thesis 
became required in Fall 1988.

1988



NCHC Headquarters

William Mech elected 
Executive Secretary/ 
Treasurer of the National 
Collegiate Honors Council, 
making Boise State the 
headquarters.

1988



Enrollment

There were 482 honors 
students representing 53 
majors.

1989



HSA

Honors Council changed its 
name to Honors Student 
Association.

1992



Open House

Honors Program moves to 
the Communications 
Building.

1993



Symposium Hosted

First Honors Faculty 
Symposium, recognizing the 
hard work of students and 
faculty.

1993



25th Anniversary

There were 715 students, 
two Rhodes Scholars, one 
Truman Scholar, four Rotary 
International Scholars, four 
Phi Kappa Phi Fellows, and 
three Peace Corps 
volunteers.

1994



Kay Retirement

Wallace Kay retired as 
Associate Director.

1996



Another Move

Honors Program relocated 
to Driscoll Hall.

1996



Mech Retirement

After 25 years as Director, 
William Mech retired.

1997



New Director

1997

Gregory Raymond 
appointed Director.



Honors College

1998

After years of planning, 
Honors changed from a 
Program to a College.



HSA Activities

2000-2005

HSA received three outstanding service 
awards for their volunteerism with the 
Boise Rescue Mission, Community 
House, City Light Shelter, Ronald 
McDonald House, and Garden City 
Soup Kitchen. Members also 
spearheaded the campus recycling 
program, Locks of Love, an 
participated in Victims Rights Week 
and the Adopt-A-Family program.



Mexico Trip

2001

Spring Break trip to Bahia de 
Los Angeles in Mexico.



New Lecture Series

Distinguished Lecture Series 
began, with Terry Waite, a 
humanitarian and hostage 
negotiator, as the first 
speaker.

2001



Utah Trip

2002

Spring Break trip to Utah, 
which included rafting the 
Colorado River and 
exploring Arches National 
Park.



Honors College Reforms

The first 10 years as College 
included creation of Honors 
298 for officers to learn about 
leadership, organizing of a 
freshman orientation 
program, and arrangement of 
educational spring break and 
fall weekend trips.

2007



New Director

Craig Hemmens appointed 
Director.

2007



New Director

Andrew Finstuen
appointed Director.

2010



Orientation

Summer Orientation Trip 
to McCall discontinued 
and replaced with an on-
campus two-day 
orientation.

2016



New Space

Honors College and 
Sawtooth Hall opens, 
housing 656 students, 
offices, classrooms, and 
cafeteria.

2017



Third Rhodes 
Scholar

Elena Gallina became 
Boise State's third Rhodes 
Scholar.

2018



Happy 
Anniversary!

Honors celebrates 50 
years at Boise State.

2019
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